
St. Odilia Social Justice Ministry Area Council 

Minutes 11-17-2020 

Name Attending? 
Y/N 

Name Attending? 
Y/N 

Beth Aune Y Phil Aune Y 

Sheba Fernandez Y John Hunt – PLC Rep Y 

Ann Marie Johnson Y Marlene Lauers Stillman  

Blaine Mably - Chair Y Bonnie Miller Y 

Marlene Rink Y Bernie Wiwel - Recorder Y 

PLC Rep – Vicky Cherne, Rick Storms 
or Amparo Garcia 

Rick   

 
Start of Meeting 

Approved last minutes. 

Feedback From PLC 

Christmas ornaments are being advertised in the bulletin for last week of November. Rick looking for 

people to help sell ornaments after mass and can contact him through email. 

Stewardship going well.  The Synod is a taking a prayer approach and will be virtual on the website. 

Pastoral care is planning on doing sharing tree possibly via online.  

The arch diocese may choose St Odilia for a recognition for the approach that was taken by the Latino 

community for the Guadalupe novena.  In the past this consisted of 9 days of saying the Rosary at 

different homes in the parish.  This year however was held all in the church. 

Some uncertainty of how the feast day of Our Lady of Gaudalupe will be held this year. 

People have been somewhat lacks on the sign up for mass, but under current circumstances PLC is 

stressing that mass attendance should be made by sign up.  PLC still needs to decide on Christmas mass 

sign up.  Will likely follow recommendations by Arch diocese. 

Review of Goals Draft 

Blaine cleaned up draft goals from last time, and tried to use the model document from Jeanne.  John 

going to volunteer at transferring into the template. 

The following goals were reviewed, and some names were names were volunteered in order to establish 

a further sense of direction/focus on the different fronts: 

 Mental Illness: Bonnie, Sheba 

 Respect Life: Ann Marie, Blaine 



 Homelessness and Envision: Beth 

 Health Care Low Income Awareness: Bernie 

 LGBTQ:  It was mentioned that this was added because of things that have come up in different 

parishes. 

Review of Upcomming Events 

Unconscious Bias Workshop:  To be held tommorrow 11/18 with Mike Rios from Catholic Charities via 

Zoom.  Blaine will be sending out the meeting link tonight and suggested to show up 10 minutes early. 

Day of Prayer and Fasting:  Deacon Jim sent out an email about a Day of Prayer and Fasting on Dec 2. 

(blaine showed web site) Allot of info sent out by Jim in his email.  This event will be both live and virtual 

held at the Cathedral.  The Question was raised weather it will it be in announcements the week before?  

Blaine is going to ask Amie about this. 

Prayer of the Faithful:  John wanted to talk about prayer of the faithful as he had expressed concerns of 

racial bias in the wording of the prayer of the faithful made at last Sundays mass (use of the word 

citizens vs all people).  He did get feedback from Jeanne and Kim.  Kim Albrecht responded to John's 

email and explained Prayers of the Faithful are pulled from multiple sources all of which try their best to 

be mindful of word choices.  While there was not universal concern from the Social Justice Council and 

from others over the use of the word "Citizens," this is an example that can be used to raise awareness 

of the importance of being sensitive to our word choices.  Will probably bring this up in tomorrows 

unconscious bias workshop for further discussion. 

Sheba mentioned further about potential for possible language problems when recycling old common 

prayers.  Perhaps some thought should be applied to consider ways to make language of older prayers 

more relevant/sensitive to current social justice issues.  Rick suggests also working with Kim on this. 

Advent Call for Anti-racism: Held by Catholic Charities on Dec. 15, space will be limited.  This date 

conflicts with next SJC meeting. 

Group decided that next SJC meeting will move to Dec 8 to accommodate and Blaine will email everyone 

on meeting time. 

Faith and Racial Healing:  Blaine is having a meeting with Fr Rask next Tuesday to help make this a parish 

effort.  Following points made in discussion that persued. 

 Costs:  There are 3 books costing total of $40 per student.  A one time registration fee of $175 

for the group.  The grant covers $1200.  (This gets about 25 sets of books) 

 Format: will be virtual, 9 sessions, 2 hours per session. 

 Blaine was able to get some books for less than $40 on Amazon. 



 Thinking is that books can be given out as s borrow or buy option.  Perhaps remaining books 

could go into parish library. 

 Question raised whether we should talk with Amparo about whether there will be interest in 

this event from the Spanish speaking community, and what would be the options to address 

language barrier. 

 Facilitators will be needed to hold event, and facilitators will also need to take a training. 

 Phil thought that this was being planned for the lent small group study, though at this point no 

thought was given to this.  The format is very similar to lent small group studies held in the past 

which showed large participation. Blaine already in communication with Jill Fink on Faith 

Formation Committee and wants to see if there is also any interest in the young adult group on 

this. 

 Facilitator Volunteers: Blaine, Phil, Bonnie, Sheba 

Evangelization/Education 

Messenger Article: Richard wrote an article in the Messenger on past events. 

Marketing:  Beth was thinking that we need some better marketing aproaches and would like further 

discussion on how can we improve on getting notice of events out to people. 

Article Approval Process: Blaine presented a process for approval of SJ written pieces that he would like 

to implement.   

Contact List:  Marleene Rink wants a contact list so we can coordinate better. 

SJ Website Updating : Bernie will take up reviewing SJ website for items that need to be kept up to date. 

Connecting More With Faith Formation (Jill Fink): Already touched on above in regard to Faith and Racial 

Healing study. 

LGBTQ: Collating catholic teaching. Bonnie is bring more on this for next meeting. 

Next Meeting Dec 8 (tentative to be finalized by email) 


